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Rural development

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage rural economic activity,
innovation and diversification whilst ensuring
that the distinctive character of the rural
area and the service function of small towns,
natural assets and cultural heritage are
safeguarded and enhanced.

Policy Outcomes:

* Rural places are vibrant and sustainable
and rural communities and businesses are
supported.

* Abalanced and sustainable rural population.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs should identify the characteristics of

rural areas within the plan area, including the
existing pattern of development, pressures,
environmental assets, community priorities

and economic needs of each area. The spatial
strategy should set out an appropriate approach
to development in rural areas which reflects

the identified characteristics. The Scottish
Government’s 6 fold Urban Rural Classification
2020 should be used to identify remote rural
areas. Spatial strategies should support the
sustainability and prosperity of rural communities
and economies. Previously inhabited areas
which are suitable for resettlement should be
identified in the spatial strategy.

Policy 29

a) Development proposals that contribute to the
viability, sustainability and diversity of rural
communities and local rural economy will be
supported, including:

i. farms, crofts, woodland crofts or other
land use businesses, where use of good
quality land for development is minimised
and business viability is not adversely
affected;

ii. diversification of existing businesses;

iii. production and processing facilities for
local produce and materials, for example
sawmills, or local food production;
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Iv. essential community services;
v. essential infrastructure;
vi. reuse of a redundant or unused building;

vii. appropriate use of a historic environment
asset or is appropriate enabling
development to secure the future of
historic environment assets;

viii. reuse of brownfield land where a return to
a natural state has not or will not happen
without intervention;

iX. small scale developments that support
new ways of working such as remote
working, homeworking and community
hubs; or

X. improvement or restoration of the natural
environment.

b) Development proposals in rural areas should
be suitably scaled, sited and designed
to be in keeping with the character of the
area. They should also consider how the
development will contribute towards local
living and take into account the transport
needs of the development as appropriate for
the rural location.

c) Development proposals in remote rural areas,
where new development can often help to
sustain fragile communities, will be supported
where the proposal:

i. will support local employment;

ii. supports and sustains existing
communities, for example through provision
of digital infrastructure; and

iii. is suitable in terms of location, access,
siting, design and environmental impact.

d) Development proposals that support the
resettlement of previously inhabited areas will
be supported where the proposal:

i. is in an area identified in the LDP as
suitable for resettlement;

ii. is designed to a high standard;
iii. responds to their rural location; and

iv. is designed to minimise greenhouse gas
emissions as far as possible.
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